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Transcript 

Ed. 06.03.22 

 

Introduction - Nicol 

 
Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 

Today we read about, and think about, the Tempting – the testing – of Jesus in the 

Wilderness.  Today is the first Sunday of Lent, this period of forty days when we walk with 

Jesus to Calvary: forty days to walk humbly with our God, trusting in God, depending on God; 
forty days to trust in God in the wilderness, to reflect, repent and reorient our lives towards 

doing the will of God in the world. 

Forty days to gaze at the stars, and feel the ground beneath our feet, as we connect with the 

wonder of Creation. 

 

It is a time also to join with thousands of people throughout the world in thinking of the 
people of Ukraine in a desperate and horrifying situation that changes by the hour.  There is 

little that we can do in practical terms, but we uphold them in our prayers.  I will not speak 

about Ukraine in the message today, but I will be using material from the Church of Scotland 

website in the prayers of intercession. 

 

First, let us take a moment of quietness to put everything else aside, and know the presence 

of God among us. 
 

Pause 

 

Prayer 

As we prepare to journey into the wilderness with Jesus, may we quietly let go of all that is 

clamouring for our attention, and open the door of our hearts to receive new courage, hope 
and strength.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship: 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Come, let us worship him. 

 
1st Hymn: 146 From all that dwell below the skies 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Dear God, 

creator and sustainer of all that is, 

we come in thanksgiving for this new day and this new week, 

and for your continuing goodness to us. 
We thank you that you have made yourself known to us in Jesus your son, 

and in him you have revealed your undying love for each one of us. 

As we enter this season of Lent, help us to reflect on your words in the Scriptures, 

and give us the faith and the courage to follow Jesus, and, in whatever way we can, 

to work for justice in the world, and for an equal sharing of all that brings fullness of life to 

each human being. 
Save us from the temptation of making gods of our possessions, or our status, 

from misusing whatever power we may hold over others. 

Guide us by your Holy Spirit 

to a deeper understanding of our joyful dependence on your love. 
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Faithful God, 
we are your children, made equal in your sight and your love, 

yet in your presence we acknowledge that we have been selfish and lacking in love. 

Renew your Spirit within us. 

 

You have entrusted to us the gospel of truth and salvation but, through fear and inaction, 

we have failed to share your word. 
Renew your Spirit within us. 

 

In Jesus Christ you have shown us the way of righteousness, but we have failed to follow his 

example. 

Renew your Spirit within us. 

 

Author of Life, 
we offer you our praise. 

In you we live and move and have our being. 

You are faithful and loving, and in you we find protection; 

you are wise and all-knowing, and in you we find guidance. 

You are our fortress and refuge, and in you we find strength. 

For all that you have been to us and to our world, 
for all that you are, and all that you will be to us and to our world, 

Lord we praise you. 

 

Strengthen us to, walk more closely in the example of Jesus, 

in whose name and in whose words we pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
Readings:  Peter will read for us: 

1st Reading: 

Psalm 91: 1-2 and 9-16 Assurance of God’s Protection 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 

    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; 
    my God, in whom I trust.’ 

At Verse 9: 

 

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 

    the Most High your dwelling-place, 

no evil shall befall you, 

    no scourge come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder, 

    the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
Those who love me, I will deliver; 

    I will protect those who know my name. 

When they call to me, I will answer them; 

    I will be with them in trouble, 
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    I will rescue them and honour them. 
With long life I will satisfy them, 

    and show them my salvation. 

 

2nd Reading: 

Luke 4:1-13 (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised) 

 
Introduction: 

This passage comes immediately after Jesus’ baptism and the voice from heaven declaring 

that Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus is led from that declaration of love into the wilderness where 

he is confronted with real questions and temptations about using power to gain instant 

results. However, he uses Scripture as a reminder of God’s bigger story and a guide as to 

how to respond. 

 
The Temptation of Jesus 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during 

those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, ‘If you are the 

Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is 

written, “One does not live by bread alone.”’ 
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And 

the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given 

over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ 

Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”’ 

 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”, 

and 

“On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 

Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ When the devil 

had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

2nd. Hymn: 338 Jesus tempted in the desert 

 

Message: 

 
Imagine that you are a senior official in another place and another time, and that you find a 

Report waiting for you on your desk. 

 

Official Report: 

 

Subject: Encounter with Jesus of Nazareth in the Wilderness. 

 
Executive Summary: 

This report summarises a series of meetings with Jesus of Nazareth during which several 

trials were applied to him with a view to deflecting him from his purpose.  The subject proved 

refractory to all approaches.  Reasons for the lack of success of the mission are discussed, 

and suggestions and recommendations for future strategy are offered. 

 
Report. 

The undertaking was planned and prepared with great care, and with due regard to 

underlying scripture and established precedents.  Previous experience in the Garden of Eden 

indicated that a favourable outcome with significant lasting effects might be anticipated. 
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The objective was to distract the subject from his purpose, to discredit him and to undermine 
his authority, not by “tempting” him, as has been suggested, but rather by testing him, by 

trying him out.  To this end three propositions were carefully prepared, each deceptively 

simple, but with far-reaching implications. 

 

By coincidence, or by the action of God, three circumstances combined to arrange suitable 

conditions for the purpose.   
 

Firstly, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.  Clearly, he knew that God wished him 

to go.  There was therefore a clear opportunity to distract him from his purpose and to drive 

a wedge between him and God. 

 

Secondly, this occurred shortly after his baptism.  I could therefore take advantage of his 

enhanced emotional vulnerability as he came rapidly from the “high” of his recent spiritual 
experience to the crunch of reality – to try him out, and put his commitment to the test. 

 

Thirdly, Jesus went alone.  He was left to his own devices with no support from anyone else. 

 

Building on this foundation, I was able to manipulate the circumstances to best advantage.  

As has been documented elsewhere, Jesus went without food for forty days, and 
consequently he was very hungry.  The changes in his bodily metabolism associated with food 

deprivation therefore made him susceptible to suggestion, even open to delusions or 

hallucinations.  I approached him when he was physically at his most vulnerable.  This 

general principle has wider implications: it is when men and women are at their weakest that 

temptations are most likely to be effective – when they are most likely to fail the test.  If we 

can catch them when they are too busy, or at the end of a long hard day, we can the more 

effectively tempt them to skimp on the job, or to cut corners, or to reach for the whisky 
bottle. 

 

The subject began very well, sure of his destiny, and confident of his ability to follow it 

through, uplifted by the experience of his baptism, and with the voice of God still ringing in 

his ears.  However, after forty days of gnawing hunger, of desert heat by day and night-time 

chill, I could see that he was having difficulty in thinking of anything but food and the simple 
comforts of home.  I had every reason to anticipate success. 

 

Accordingly, it was appropriate that, for the first test, I challenged him to turn stones into 

bread.  The small round stones in that area look very like little loaves.  I challenged him: 

“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

I could see by the gleam in his eyes, and by the way that he licked his lips, that he was 
tempted: that – pardon the expression – he was chewing it over. 

I thought he would give in, for the temptation was compelling – the temptation to use his 

powers selfishly, and for his own purposes, to satisfy his immediate physical needs. 

“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

 

I did not offer him the honourable alternative of working for his bread.  I challenged him to 

take the shortcut: to use his powers as the Son of God to change the stones into bread. 
People always look for shortcuts: they take the easy way.  They ask why God is not helping 

all those poverty-stricken victims of the disasters across the world – those refugees from war 

and revolution –or that family down the road who have lost their bread-winner.  Why doesn’t 

God do something, they ask – never stopping to consider that maybe God wants them to do 

something – to be his instrument in their own situation! 

 
There was the possibility that, if I could induce him to try to make the stones into bread– and 

if it didn’t work -  

then maybe Jesus would doubt his relationship to God – maybe even doubt God himself. 
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Unfortunately, he remembered those wretched scriptures of his, and my preparation was 
undone in an instant. 

“People do not live by bread alone”.  I remembered the rest of the quotation from 

Deuteronomy: 

   but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

 

Despite this setback, I did feel that I was making progress, and so I took him to a high place 
– whether in body, or in an out of body experience – a hallucination – need not concern us, 

and I showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world stretching out in front of him as 

far as the eye could see.  “All this can be yours,” I whispered.  “Just forget all this Messiah 

business and grab it while you can.”  Why do you have to make it so hard for yourself?  Come 

on – drop your standards.  Bend the rules a bit – everybody else does.  You have to be 

realistic!  You can’t be too demanding – you’ll put people off!  Compromise. 

 
This is a tried and tested method of mine.  Appeal to peer-pressure. 

Don’t be such a goody-goody – a spoilsport!  Let your hair down!  Be one of the crowd.  Of 

course, I meant one of my crowd, with me setting the standards. 

 

Do it my way.  I told him, “I will give you glory and authority over all this; for it has been 

given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.  All you have to do is kneel down and 
worship me and it will all be yours.” 

 

Nevertheless, I regret that, despite my best efforts, again I was unsuccessful.  He made not 

the slightest move towards compromise.  Out he came with another quotation from 

Deuteronomy 6:13: 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him”. 

 
He was being unexpectedly difficult, so I took him back to home ground – to the pinnacle of 

the Temple.  Again, whether in body or in an out of body experience doesn’t matter. 

The pinnacle is rather high, as you know – about 450 feet, or 137 metres more or less. 

 

“Go on,” I said, “Throw yourself off.  If you are the son of God, God will save you.  

Remember, it is written: 
“He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”, 

and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 

stone.”’ 

 

I did think that was a master-stroke, quoting his own scriptures at him like that.  In my 

experience, everybody needs reassurance from time to time.  However strong their faith, 
they need to know that, if the worst comes to the worst, there will be somebody, or 

something, to bail them out.  So, why should he be any different? 

 

Clearly the temptation was there.  A spectacular display would attract people to him, would 

make him an instant celebrity.  And I knew well that, if he did that, he would have to keep on 

doing more and more spectacular things to keep their allegiance.  I was working too on the 

common tendency for most people to try to bargain with God.  To try to get God to do for 
them things that they are well able to do for themselves.  Or to expect God to rescue them 

when they get themselves into difficulties through their own foolishness.  Bargaining with 

God: “If you’ll just answer this prayer, God – get me out of this mess – I really will turn over 

a new leaf.” 

 

In short, I was trying to get him to misuse the rescuing power of God. 
 

Unfortunately, he was one jump ahead of me – again pardon the expression – and he saw 

what I was trying to do.  Out came another Deuteronomy quotation: “Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.” 
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Conclusion and Recommendations: 
On this occasion the mission was totally unsuccessful.  Nevertheless, we will not give up, and 

our work will continue.  I will return. 

 

The primary problem to be addressed here is that, at least in theory, Christianity does not 

stoop to the level of the world: it seeks to lift the world to its own level.  We must work hard 

to reverse this ideal and to develop people’s selfishness. 
 

I recommend that we direct our attention in the first instance to the followers of Jesus of 

Nazareth, and indeed to those of other persuasions who try to follow a course of goodness 

and love.  The opportunities for conversion to our cause are limitless and I have every 

expectation of making many converts. 

 

Signed: The Devil. 
 

Question for you today: how do you respond to this report? 

 

Amen. Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

3rd. Hymn 556 I need thee every hour 
 

Choir: 

 

Dedication of Offering 

Let us Pray: 

We recognise that the greatest gift is the gift of love.  May our offerings distribute this love to 

the world: the small world we inhabit with the suffering people we know, and the wider world 
where the power of love is so sorely needed.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Introduction: 

Worship leaders across the Church are being encouraged to use a special ecumenical prayer 

for peace in Ukraine as part of their services.  Maybe you used it last Sunday. 
 

It has been produced by the Scottish Church Leaders Forum in response to the invasion, and 

they stand in solidarity with all those who face the perils of war and the fear that ensues 

when the bonds of peace are broken. 

 

Lord Wallace, Moderator of the General Assembly and one of the signatories, said: 
"All of us have looked on in horror as Russian forces launched a full-scale assault on Ukraine 

…. 

"We urge President Putin to cease hostilities and call on all parties to agree a ceasefire and 

return immediately to the negotiating table. 

"I would encourage all worship leaders across the Church of Scotland to consider 

incorporating this prayer in their services this Sunday as we continue to hold the Ukrainian 

people in our thoughts and send them our full support." 
 

The Moderator, and Very Rev Dr Susan Brown, convener of the Faith Impact Forum, invite us 

all to join them in praying for those who are suffering from the violence in Ukraine.  I’m using 

that prayer too: 

 

So Let us pray, and I invite you to join in the responses: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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Living God, 
Creator and giver of life to all people: 

We ask that you would hear our prayer for peace amongst the nations 

And for ending of conflict in Ukraine. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 
Living God, 

Who shall judge between the nations: 

We ask that that you would lead the nations in the paths of peace 

And that the dividing wall of hostility would be broken down. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 
Living God, 

Who has inspired faith across the ages: 

Grant peace in the midst of war 

And bring harmony to the commonwealth of nations. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Living God, 

Who gave his only Son that we might have life: 

We ask that you would pour out your Holy Spirit 

And inspire in us hope that peace will be renewed. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

A Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 

O God, the refuge and strength of all, 

You hold the people of Ukraine in the palm of your hand. 

The name of each person there, 

Is written on your heart. 
 

In the darkness of invasion 

And in the mire of political machinations, 

Spread, we pray, the light of hope and of justice 

and of peace. 

Encourage those who are frightened, 
to find strength in you 

and in those around them - near and far. 

 

Help the worldwide family of nations 

to respond in love with outstretched hearts, open minds, 

and with too, the wisdom needed to effect a peace that lasts. 

Save us we pray, from not caring enough. 
For your Son's sake.  Amen. 

……………………………………. 

The Church of Scotland has been in regular dialogue with members of our partner church, the 

Reformed Church in Transcarpathia, Ukraine, and is also joining with the World Communion 

of Reformed Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the Conference of European Churches, 

and World Council of Churches to work together to support the churches and people of 
Ukraine in seeking a peaceful solution. 

 

Lord Wallace, Moderator of the General Assembly, said: 
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"Our prayers are with the Ukrainian people who are now under attack and in fear of their 
lives. 

"We call on the UK Government to join with governments across the world and together 

persuade all parties to agree to a ceasefire and immediately return to the negotiating table. 

"At the same time we ask the UK Government to prepare a generous humanitarian response 

to assist people fleeing the war. 

"As a matter of urgency the government should prepare a plan to receive and resettle 
refugees from the conflict and support neighbouring countries to respond locally to the crisis. 

"The Covid pandemic and the intensifying climate crisis has shown us that no catastrophe can 

be isolated and what affects one region affects all of us. 

"More than ever, national governments need to find a way to work together for the sake of 

our common humanity." 

 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk 
 

It is hard to be light-hearted in the face of the tragedy unfolding in Ukraine. 

 

The 14th Century German theologian, philosopher and mystic, Meister Eckhart, wrote: 

 

The sun is always shining, but when there is a cloud or mist between us and the sun, we do 
not see its brightness, nor when the eyes are diseased or blind can they see its light.  I 

sometimes use this illustration: 

When the artist makes a statue of wood or stone, he does not put the image in the wood; he 

chips away the wood which hides the form.  He gives the wood nothing, he takes it away: 

carves it out where too thick, pares off overlay, and then there appears what was hidden.  

This is the treasure hid in a field, of which our Lord tells in the Gospel. 

 
Let us conclude our worship with 

Hy 354 O love how deep, how broad, how high 

 

Blessing 

Lord Jesus, as we follow you into Lent 

may we see you more clearly, 
love you more dearly 

and follow you more nearly, day by day. 

Jesus calls us to follow the way of the cross, 

where despair is transformed by the promise of new life. 

Let us walk His way with joy. 

And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always. Amen. 

 

Doxology: Hy 786 (Tune: Ae Fond Kiss) 

 


